6          THE STATE IN KELATIOF TO LABOUR.       [CHAP.
results, the first step must be to rid our minds of the idea that there are any such things in social matters as abstract rights, absolute principles, indefeasible laws, inalterable rules, or anything whatever of an eternal and inflexible nature. We deal here, it should be- observed, only with a lower class of relations, and have nothing directly to do with those higher questions of ethical science, of moral obligation, of conscience, of religious conviction, in which we may rightly seek for a firmer basis. Legislation undoubtedly must take account of moral feelings, and must usually conform to the prevailing opinions of the people. Yet a positive law is a very different thing from a moral rule; the former deals only with outward acts; the latter both with acts and motives. Not uncommonly conflict arises. A nonconformist refuses to pay church-rates or Easter offerings; a clergyman declines to recognise the authority of a temporal court; an anti-vaccinationist prefers fine and imprisonment to allowing a slight but life-saving operation on his children; one of the " peculiar people " goes still further, and maintains that it is the law of God not to call in a physician to a dying child. All these cases raise very difficult-questions; but the attitude of the law is simple. Either the man does as the law orders, or he goes to prison. A person may entertain whatever moral feelings he thinks proper to indulge in, and in our present state of society he enjoys the further liberty of. expressing those feelings nearly lut not quite without limits. Hence he enjoys the privilege, in England at least, of endeavouring to persuade.other people that the law is mistaken. If he succeeds, it is well; if not, he must practically conform.